
A book with the same title and 
contents is published by the 
“Shamir” society to accompany 
the exhibition. The authors, 
Elena Makarov and Sergei 
Makarov, based the edition on 
documents and testimonies of 
witnesses, survivors of the Terezín 
and the Riga ghettos as well as the 
concentration camps Salaspils, 
Kaiserwald, Stutthof, Buchenwald, 
Dachau, and death marches.

The research sources included:

�Terezín Initiative Institute 
(Czech Republic) 

�Central State Archive 
in Prague (Czech Republic)

�Jewish Museum in Prague 
(Czech Republic) 

�Terezín Memorial’s Archive 
(Czech Republic) 

�Brno Municipal Archives 
(Czech Republic) 

�Museum of the City of Brno 
(Czech Republic) 

�Moravian Land Archive 
in Brno (Czech Republic) 

�Yad Vashem Archive 
(Israel) 

�Beit Terezín Archive 
(Israel) 

�Holocaust Archive in Bad 
Arolsen (Germany) 

�Archive of Leo Baeck 
Institute in New York  
(USA)
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EXHIBITION

 The exhibition presents unique photos 
and documents from archives and private 

collections

The exhibition at the 
Riga Ghetto Museum, 

Maskavas Str., 14a

is open from May 8 
to October 10, 2014

Mon–Fri: 10.00–18.0

РУССКИЙ



Transport “O” departed from 
Terezín at 2 pm on January 9, 1942 
and arrived at the station Šķirotava 
(Riga) on January 12. From the 1000 
prisoners that arrived, the elderly 
were put in buses and sent into the 
woods to shot. The rest settled in the 
Riga ghetto. At the end of the war, 
only 112 people remained alive. 

Transport “P” was dispatched 
from Terezín on January 15, 1942, ar-
riving at the station Šķirotava on the 
night of January 19. From this trans-
port, a few dozen able-bodied men 
aged 18-40 years were selected for 

The Riga Ghetto

On August 23, 1941, the Nazis 
announced the creation of the 
Riga ghetto in the 
Moscow suburb. By October 
25, the entire Jewish popula-
tion of Riga was required to 
move there.

“The humane solution of the 
Jewish question,” “a comfort-
able settlement for 
deserving Jews” and “the Führ-
er’s gift to Jews” - so the Terezín 
(Theresienstadt) ghetto/con-
centration camp was charac-
terized by the Nazi propagan-
da. In fact, this city-fortress of 
the 18th century about 60 km 
from Prague was used by the 
Nazis as a transit point for the 
deportation of Jews to exter-
mination camps. It housed all 
Jews from the Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia as well 
as “chosen” Jews from Ger-
many, Austria, Holland, Den-
mark and Slovakia. The first 
transport with prisoners from 

About 30,000 Jews were put in the 
«Big ghetto.» On November 28, in an-
other quarter, some 4,500 able-bod-
ied men were placed in what came 
to be known as the «Small ghetto»; 
the «Women’s ghetto» of 500 prison-
ers was also formed. 

On November 30 and December 
8, about 25,000 of the Riga Jews 
were killed in the Rumbula forest. 
From November 1941 to October 
1942, the places of the murdered 
Riga Jews were occupied by Jews 
deported from Lithuania, Germa-

ny, Austria and the Protector-
ate of Bohemia and Moravia. 
The Riga ghetto lasted until 
November 2, 1943, when the 
inhabitants were resettled to 
the concentration camp Kai-
serwald.

Ghetto Terezín (Theresienstadt)

Transports from Terezín to Riga

Prague arrived in Terezín on 
November 24, 1941.   Dur-
ing the ghetto’s existence 
up to its liberation by the So-
viet Army on May 8, 1945, 678 
transports arrived there. 66 
transports were sent from 
Terezin to the East. 

Between 1941 – 1945, 153,662 
prisoners passed through 
Terezín; 88,149 were sent 
to the death camps while 
33,430 people died from 
hunger and the intolerable con-
ditions in the ghetto. 
Against this background, there was 
an unprecedented upsurge of cul-
ture. Today works of Terezín com-
posers are included in the classical 

construction of the Salaspils 
concentration camp. All the 
others were shot in a nearby 
forest. From the 1000 depor-
tees, only 16 men survived. 

Transport «Bb» was sent 
from Terezín on 20 August 
1942. All 1000 prisoners were 
executed. The exact circum-
stances of their deaths are still 
not known. 

repertoire, creations of Terezín art-
ists are shown in museums in many 
countries, and artistic and literary 

The Riga ghetto plan 
December 1941:
 
1 – “Big ghetto” gate  
2 – �“Judenrat”  

and Jewish police 
3 – Jewish “Labor exchange”   
4 – Ghetto guards (“Wache”) 
5 – Old Jewish cemetery  
6 – �Hospital “Linat-

Hatsedek”(later SS 
infirmary) 

7 – “Women’s ghetto”

Transport list 
Terezín, 1942. 
Yad Vashem Archive 

works of Terezín children have 
become a monument of free 
thought.


